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YOUTH EMPOWERMENT IN 
ACTION: CHATOWA LODGE 
EXPANSION COMMISSIONED!

In a significant boost to youth entrepreneurship and tourism development, the expanded Chatowa Lodge 
was officially commissioned in Chipata, Eastern Province on February 24, 2025. The ceremony was 
presided over by Dr. Lewis Mwape, Eastern Province Deputy Permanent Secretary, representing Hon. 
Elias Mubanga, Minister of Small and Medium Enterprise Development.

This success story highlights the transformative impact of Citizens Economic Empowerment Commission 
(CEEC) funding initiatives. Chatowa Lodge is one of 29 CEEC-supported enterprises in Eastern Province, 
where the Commission has invested over K19 million in project and trade finance.

Figure 1 The expanded Chatowa Lodge financed by CEEC.
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Figure 3 One of the rooms in the newly opened wing of Chatowa Lodge.

The strategic expansion of Chatowa Lodge comes at 
a crucial time for tourism development in the region, 
particularly coinciding with the Ncwala traditional ceremony 
which attracts thousands of local and international 
spectators annually. The enhanced hospitality facility 
helps meet accommodation demands during this cultural 
showcase while elevating the overall tourism experience.

Beyond tourism benefits, Chatowa Lodge is making 
significant contributions to job creation, particularly 
among the youth demographic. This aligns with CEEC’s 
mission to foster economic empowerment and sustainable 
development through strategic investments.

The successful expansion of Chatowa Lodge demonstrates 
how targeted financial support can transform youth-
led businesses into thriving enterprises that stimulate 
local economies and create meaningful employment 
opportunities across Zambia.

Youth Empowerment In Action: 
Chatowa Lodge Expansion 
Commissioned!

Figure 2 Commemorative plaque at the newly 
opened wing of Chatowa Lodge.

(l-r) Chipata Mayor, His Worship, George 
Mwanza and Chatowa Lodge, proprietor, 
Macknon Mtonga.
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CEEC Relaunches “Empowerment 
FactSheet” TV Program on ZANIS

Figure 4 The Empowerment Factsheet set at ZANIS studios.

Figure 3 Some CEEC personnel who disseminated information during Youth-Day commemorations in Lusaka

The Citizens Economic Empowerment Commission (CEEC) has relaunched its informative television program, 
“Empowerment Factsheet,” on ZANIS TV this February. The program aims to provide comprehensive insights into the 
Commission’s operations and fulfill its public education mandate.

Viewers will benefit from expert explanations as department heads take turns presenting detailed information about 
CEEC’s various empowerment initiatives. Each episode will delve into specific programs, highlighting application 
processes, eligibility criteria, and success stories from past beneficiaries.

Dr. Muwe Mungule, Director General of CEEC, was hosted in the inaugural episode. During his presentation, Dr. Mungule 
articulated the Commission’s foundational mandate as established by CEE Act No. 9 of 2006. He emphasised the 
Commission’s core mission: promoting inclusive economic empowerment for targeted citizens through comprehensive 
socio-economic strategies.

“Our mandate focuses on creating opportunities for Zambians to participate meaningfully in the economy through 
ownership of productive assets and resources,” Dr. Mungule explained during the broadcast.

The revival of this informative program stems from a strategic partnership between CEEC and ZANIS, which was 
formalised through a memorandum of understanding signed in late 2024. This collaboration represents a significant 
step in CEEC’s ongoing efforts to improve public awareness about economic empowerment opportunities available to 
Zambian citizens.

Upcoming episodes will feature additional department heads discussing specialised programs, application procedures, 
and success stories nationwide. The program airs weekly, with schedules available on CEEC and ZANIS official 
platforms.
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CEEC Boosts SME Growth Through 
Financial Literacy Training

The Citizens Economic Empowerment Commission (CEEC) successfully conducted a five-day financial literacy capacity-
building training from 17-21 February 2025, in partnership with ACCA Zambia. The program attracted 95 beneficiaries 
from various CEEC loan products.

Designed to strengthen business development skills, the training focused on improving financial literacy, enhancing 
regulatory compliance, implementing risk management strategies, preventing fraud, and boosting loan repayment rates 
among SMEs.

Marvin Kasese, a poultry farmer from Lusaka who participated in the training, expressed gratitude to the Commission. 
“My business is facing severe effects of the 2024 drought. This training is crucial for SMEs as it provides an opportunity 
to adopt new business strategies,” he remarked.

The initiative underscores CEEC’s commitment to Skills Development, one of the nine pillars of economic empowerment 
that extend beyond merely providing affordable access to finance. Through such programs, the Commission ensures its 
beneficiaries acquire essential skills for effective financial management and business operations.

The training concluded with 82 SMEs receiving ACCA financial literacy certificates. At the closing ceremony, CEEC 
Director Corporate Services, Lucy Mbao-Mataka encouraged participants to apply their newly acquired knowledge to 
improve business performance and adhere to the Commission’s 3R principle: Receive, Repay, Revolve.

Figure 5 SMEs that took part in the financial literacy capacity building program in Lusaka.

Figure 6 Financial literacy training in session. Figure 7 (l-r) CEEC Director Business Development, Albert Ngimu, ACCA 
Zambia Managing Director, Janice Matwi, participating entrepreneur and 
CEEC Director Corporate Services, Lucy Mbao Mataka during the closing 
ceremony.



5EMPOWERMENT FACTSHEET - FEBRUARY, 2025

Woman-Led Farm Thrives 
with CEEC Support

Machilulu Farms in Northwestern Province is emerging as a beacon of agricultural success following a strategic K3 
million investment from CEEC’s 2024 Special Call.

The proprietor, Jacqueline Mbuzi has transformed her 60-hectare operation through modernisation, acquiring essential 
equipment including a tractor, planters, boom sprayers, and plough discs. The farm now boasts a cutting-edge 
greenhouse facility for vegetable production, significantly enhancing its resilience against drought conditions.

“CEEC’s support has been transformative,” notes Ms. Mbuzi, who projects a harvest of 60,000 fifty-kg maize bags. “This 
investment will dramatically boost our productivity.”

Ms. Mbuzi has pledged strict adherence to loan repayment schedules, embracing CEEC’s sustainable revolving fund 
model that allows resources to benefit other entrepreneurs. She has also committed to becoming an ambassador for the 
Commission’s economic empowerment initiatives.

The success of Machilulu Farms exemplifies CEEC’s commitment to fostering agricultural growth and supporting women 
entrepreneurs in line with the Commission’s mandate to promote broad-based economic empowerment for Zambian 
citizens.

Background

In response to the 2023/24 drought, the Commission made a special call for applications on 1 May 2024 to mitigate 
the effect of drought among the targeted citizens and enterprises in the agriculture sector and other sectors of the 
economy. Emphasis was placed on agricultural mechanisation, irrigation system support, energy (solar and genset) and 
hammermills. 

Under agricultural mechanisation, the Commission supported over 78 projects and cooperatives with agricultural 
equipment valued at over K41.53 million nationwide. 64 tractors were distributed to all the provinces, accompanied by 
the option of farm implements such as plough, disc harrow, planter, boom sprayer and the choice of a trailer.

Figure 8 Tractor procured by CEEC in use by a cooperative beneficiary in Sikongo, Western Province.
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CEEC Fosters Economic Partnerships 
at the Egypt - Zambia Business Forum

The Citizens Economic Empowerment Commission (CEEC) recently made significant strides in promoting international 
business partnerships during the Egypt-Zambia Business and Investment Forum held in Cairo from February 20-27, 
2025.

Led by Director General Dr. Muwe Mungule and Acting Director of Investment Mbololwa Zimba, the CEEC delegation 
participated in this high-profile event as part of Zambia’s State Visit to Egypt. The forum, supported by the Zambia 
Development Agency (ZDA), aimed to strengthen economic ties between the two nations.

Egyptian investors showed particular interest in Zambia’s agriculture and value addition sectors, seeking to establish 
collaborative ventures with local entrepreneurs. Many Egyptian firms inquired about CEEC’s role in facilitating 
investments for Zambian SMEs, demonstrating strong potential for future partnerships.

A major highlight was the signing of nine Memoranda of Understanding between Zambia and Egypt, covering 
infrastructure development, trade, and agriculture. These agreements create a framework for enhanced bilateral 
cooperation that will benefit Zambian businesses.

The forum identified key areas for improvement, including the need for more effective business-to-business engagements 
and streamlined information sharing to help Zambian enterprises access investment opportunities.

“Our participation aligns perfectly with CEEC’s strategic objectives of creating sustainable empowerment through 
international partnerships,” said Dr. Mungule. “We are now focused on translating these agreements into tangible 
investments that will contribute to Zambia’s economic growth.”

CEEC remains committed to implementing action points from the forum, ensuring that Zambian SMEs can capitalise 
on these new international opportunities.

Figure 9 Part of the Zambian delegation at the Egypt - Zambia Business and Investment Forum.
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