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Busulu Loans: Fuelling Women and
Youth Empowerment in Zambia

Figure 1 With tailored financial support and business development services, CEEC is breaking down barriers to pave the way
for women’s success in entrepreneurship.

The Citizens Economic Empowerment Commission (CEEC) reflects on its continuing commitment to
women’s and youth economic empowerment through the Busulu loan product.

LaunchedinApril 2023, this collateral-free microfinance product has made impressive strides in supporting
underserved entrepreneurs. To date, over K82.8 million has reached 7,628 entrepreneurs nationwide.
Women entrepreneurs have received K28.6 million (35%) of total disbursements, empowering 2,668
women-led businesses, while the remaining 65% has supported both female and male youth, as well
as adult men.

“Our Busulu loans have transformed lives by providing accessible financing ranging from K5,000 to
K50,000,” notes the CEEC Director General. “This has enabled women and the youth to establish and
grow businesses across vital sectors including agriculture, trading, manufacturing and tourism.”

The product directly supports CEEC’s mandate under the CEE Act No. 9 of 2006, which emphasises
inclusive economic development. By focusing on entrepreneurs in rural and peri-urban areas, the Busulu
loans have helped bridge the gender gap in financial access.

While the product has temporarily paused to strengthen loan recovery mechanisms, CEEC remains
dedicated to its mission of financial inclusion. The Commission urges all borrowers to repay their loans
promptly to ensure the sustainability of the Empowerment Fund.

CEEC'’s vision continues to be a Zambia where women, youth and people with disabilities can access
the resources they need for meaningful economic participation.

To celebrate Women’s Day and Youth Day, CEEC renews its commitment to creating pathways to
prosperity for all Zambians.
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CEEC Champions Women and Youth Empowerment as Zambia
Celebrates International Women’s Day and Youth Day

As Zambia commemorates International Women’s Day and Youth Day on 8 and 12 March respectively, the Citizens Economic
Empowerment Commission (CEEC) continues to fulfill its pledge to prioritize support for women and youth entrepreneurs nationwide.
Through dedicated funding allocations, the Commission has transformed countless lives and businesses, creating ripple effects

throughout local economies.

In Southern Province, success stories like Inonge Mukanjo’s illustrate the power of targeted empowerment initiatives. This determined
poultry farmer T/A Vincons Farms in Monze District received a K500,000 loan, which enabled her to connect her farm to the national

power grid, thereby slashing her monthly operating costs by eliminating the need for an expensive generator.

“The shift to electricity has revolutionised my business,”
Mukanjo shares. “Not only has egg production increased
significantly, but I've diversified into broiler chickens and even
started a piggery operation—ventures that weren’t feasible

before reliable power.”

Another beneficiary, a youth, Robert Siimumba of Hort-
Plus Limited in Choma, expanded his edible oil processing
enterprise through CEEC funding. His success translated into
community benefits through the creation of four permanent

jobs at his new facility, which now processes oils from multiple

crop sources including soyabeans and sunflower

Figure 2 Transformer at Vincons Farm in Monze district.

These entrepreneurs represent just two examples among many
Southern Province businesses flourishing under CEEC’s strategic
focusontraditionally underrepresented groups.As Zambiacelebrates
Women’s Day and Youth Day, their achievements showcase how
economic empowerment initiatives can simultaneously advance
individual dreams of the marginalised women and youth while

strengthening community prosperity.

The Commission remains steadfast in its commitment to providing

not just financial support but also the guidance necessary for

sustained business growth and success among women and youth

Figure 3 Through CEEC support, Hort-Plus has created
jobs at its newly opened factory.

across Zambia
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CEEC and Absa Launch Training

for Marketeer Cooperatives

Figure 4 Dignitaries and some target cooperative marketeers during the media launch of the capacity-building programme.

In a significant move to empower local entrepreneurs, the Citizens Economic Empowerment Commission (CEEC) and Absa
Bank Zambia Plc unveiled a comprehensive capacity-building training program targeting marketeer cooperatives.

The initiative, launched on 20 March, forms part of the Public-Private Collaboration for broadening access to finance for
targeted enterprises that was introduced by President Hakainde Hichilema in November 2024.

Set to begin on 1 April, the capacity-building program aims to nurture entrepreneurial mindsets, improve credit culture and
enhance business skills among selected cooperatives to ensure their long-term sustainability and growth.

Minister of Small and Medium Enterprise Development, Eng. Elias Mubanga, who officiated the event, emphasised the
importance of building capacity among beneficiaries to ensure a positive economic impact, particularly in the informal sector.
He urged both partners to strengthen market linkages for cooperative products and services.

CEEC Board Chairperson Jason Kazilimani reaffirmed the Commission’s commitment to creating tangible opportunities for
Zambian entrepreneurs through strategic partnerships.

Absa Bank Managing Director Mizinga Melu highlighted the importance of integrity among beneficiaries and assured that
comprehensive training would be provided to help them effectively utilise the loan facility.

Cooperative representatives expressed gratitude for the initiative, anticipating significant growth opportunities for marketeer
cooperatives nationwide.

Figure 5 PS MSMED Subeta Mutelo speaking at the Figure 6 CEEC Director General, Dr. Muwe Mungule
launch of the Capacity_bu”ding programme. dUrlng the media launch of the CapaClty-bUIldlng
programme.
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CEEC Reaches Out to Visually

Impaired Community

] ‘“w ’

R "‘*-—t- SRo=

st UZ’R‘-
G madn. |

m

 AIEAE RPN
narirens —

Figure 7 Some visually impaired participants during the sensitisation exercise held in Chilenje.

Recognising the importance of inclusive economic empowerment, the Citizens Economic Empowerment Commission (CEEC) held
a specialised training session specifically for visually impaired individuals at the Zambia Library Cultural and Skills Centre located in

Lusaka’s Chilenje township.

The gathering on 28 March saw participants eagerly engaging with a Skills Development Officer from CEEC Headquarters, who
outlined the Commission’s mandate and procedures. The interactive format allowed attendees to raise questions and offer valuable

insights on improving CEEC’s accessibility to people with disability.

Figure 8 CEEC is committed to offer inclusive economic
empowerment support to historically marginalised targeted citizens
and enterprises.

Figure 9 Interaction at Solwezi Urban Secondary School.

“We’re not just seeking financial support,” remarked one
participant. “We want to understand all avenues through

which CEEC can help us develop sustainable livelihoods.”

Thisinitiative forms part of CEEC’s broader outreach strategy,
which has simultaneously engaged diverse communities
across Zambia. In Eastern Province, the Commission met
with 200 Pentecostal Holiness Church leaders to discuss
the church’s role in promoting responsible loan repayment

practices among congregants.

Meanwhile, the North-Western provincial team delivered
entrepreneurship training at Solwezi Boys and Kyawama
Secondary Schools, planting seeds of business acumen

among Zambia’s youth.

Through these varied efforts, CEEC continues its mission to
create economic opportunities for all Zambians, regardless

of ability or background.
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CEEC Boosts Local

Businesses with Follow-Up
Training in Lusaka

In the heart of Lusaka, a gathering of determined entrepreneurs filled the Civic Centre on 17 March as the Citizens Economic
Empowerment Commission (CEEC) hosted its latest post-disbursement training session. Over 50 beneficiaries of the empowerment
fund came together, notebooks in hand and hopes high, ready to enhance their business knowledge.

“The funding was just the beginning,” explained one CEEC Business Development Officer. “Today is about equipping these business
owners with the skills to truly maximise these resources.”

Throughout the day, participants engaged in lively discussions about financial management and shared personal stories of both
triumphs and challenges since receiving their funding. For many, this peer-to-peer exchange proved as valuable as the formal training
itself.

“Hearing how others overcame similar obstacles gives me new strategies to try in my own business,” remarked one participant, a
small bakery owner.

The CEEC team used the opportunity to evaluate project progress and ensure compliance with funding agreements while reinforcing
their commitment to the mission established in the CEE Act No. 9 of 2006.

As the session concluded, the atmosphere buzzed with renewed enthusiasm, demonstrating how the Commission’s focus on business
skills development continues to transform Lusaka’s entrepreneurial landscape one business at a time.

RESPONSIBLY USE THE CEEC LOAN IN YOUR
BUSINESS.

MAKE TIMELY AND IN FULL REPAYMENTS
VIA MOBILE MONEY OR BANK DEPOSIT.

TOGETHER, LET'S CREATE A SUSTAINABLE
EMPOWERMENT FUND FOR ALL TO BENEFIT,
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